From lunchroom to boardroom: records of oral history project, Women in the Labor movement, 1930-1970 interview with Loma Thompson, 16 Dec 1991 by Trades and Labor Council of Queensland. Women's Equal Opportunity Committee
 
 
 
Transcript of 
 
From lunchroom to boardroom: records of oral history project, Women in the Labor 
movement, 1930-1970 interview with Loma Thompson, 16 Dec 1991 
 
Interviewed by Therese Collie.  
Transcript by Sue Pechey. 
 
Source: Trades and Labor Council of Queensland Women's Equal Opportunity Committee 
Collection, UQFL300, Box 1, reel 32, 33 and 34 
https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:318710  
 
Rights: For all enquiries about this work, please contact the Fryer Library, The University of 
Queensland Library. https://www.library.uq.edu.au/  
 
 
 Lunchroom to Boardroom: LOMA THOMPSON 1 
LUNCHROOM TO BOARDROOM 
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 
 
INTERVIEW WITH LOMA THOMPSON 
16 DECEMBER 1991 
 
TERESA: This is reel 32 on 16 December 1991. This is the ‘From Lunchroom to Boardroom’ Oral History 
Project about women in the Labor Movement for the TLC, and I'm talking to Loma Thompson at her home 
at 18 Hindley Street, Currajong, Townsville. Loma, can you tell me when you were born? 
LOMA: I was born in 1922 in Lismore, Victoria, lived in Camperdown, just out of Camperdown on a farm 
for, I suppose until I was about four or five. Then after my father lost the farm because of during the 
Depression, we moved into the town of Camperdown where we lived for some years. Then we moved on 
to Colac, and I did most of my secondary education in Colac. 
TERESA: What sort of political persuasion was your father? 
LOMA: He had come from a fairly narrow religious background, had always been on a farm, had never had 
any contact with industry, but had become quite politicised during the Depression years watching what 
was happening to the soldiers who'd come back and, like him, had tried to make a success of their lives on 
a farm or some place like that, and were crippled by very high interest rates. I remember a time when he 
was associated with the ALP in Camperdown, I remember going to a meeting where I think the local 
Member's name was Crouch, and my father was doing some organising for him - but that's the only really 
political thing I remember about the Camperdown experience. 
After, he was later employed with the PMG, and got work as a linesman. My mother had to go back to 
teaching to support the family, while my father was in and out of work before he got to work with the 
PMG. Then subsequently we moved to Colac, and during my high school years I remember he met some 
professional people who were associated with the Left Book Club, so I think this crystallised a lot of his 
thinking, and widened his reading, his scope of reading. So he was always again the capitalists after that. 
TERESA: And your mother? 
LOMA: Oh, my mother was, actually, she'd also grown up in a fairly narrow Methodist background, had 
become - she'd been to the Teachers' College and Melbourne University, and from there she went to Fiji 
where she was a teacher in a Mission School for three years, while my father was fighting for King and 
country in France, and he came home and got married. It was a great experience, a new experience for her 
to be riding into town on the back of a pig wagon when we were on the farm. 
So then, of course, there were four of us, four kids in the family, born fairly close together, but in the 
period when we were in Camperdown when Dad was in and out of work, working for Rawleighs and all 
sorts of things, odd jobs, she was teaching at the local high school, or higher elementary school.  
She also used to do income tax returns, and she used to be asked to coach people for exams in commercial 
subjects, which she'd never done, but she took a course with Hemingway and Robertson and always kept a 
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couple of steps ahead of the kids. So of course, she and my father were pretty much of a mind politically, 
and by this time, they'd diced all their religious convictions. 
TERESA: So when did you leave school, Loma? 
LOMA: I left school in - God, it must have been about 1938 or '39 - '38 I suppose. 
TERESA: So you were 16? 
LOMA: Yes, 16. I went to work for a local solicitor. I worked there for five and a half years, and by that 
time, well, the War was well - no, I must have left earlier. I must have left about 14 or 15. There was no 
chance of going on to any higher education. 
TERESA: Why not? 
LOMA: Oh, well, I wasn't brilliant, and there weren't too many scholarships around, and the accepted thing 
was that the girls went into an office or did something like that, so I went and worked for this solicitor; and 
although at one stage I toyed with the idea of doing articles and he was encouraging me to do this, it would 
have taken 11 years. Then he went into the Air Force, so instead of going and joining any of the armed 
forces, I decided I was going to go nursing, because they were calling for nurses, so I went to Geelong and 
did my general training there. 
TERESA: And were you a member of your union there? 
LOMA: Yes. Well, we had the Student Nurses' Association, which was purely a social thing, although 
actually it did do more than that, because at one stage there was a mass movement amongst nurses to get 
nurses off night duty where they would be left on night duty for about 16 weeks and almost forgotten 
about. We had a couple of nurses who died of TB, and so we served - when I say ‘we’, it's senior staff and 
everybody included - we served a log of claims more or less on the Board. I don't think it was called a log of 
claims, but a series of demands onto the Hospital Board, demanding amongst other things better meals for 
the patients and better conditions for the nurses and so on. 
Then I was involved with the Student Nurses' Association, which was purely for the undergraduate nurses, 
and we used to raise funds for charities, basically, run social functions. Then, from there I became 
associated with the Professional Division of the Hospital Employees' Union. I was in that for awhile and was 
trying to influence other nurses to join. I'd met with a group of some more progressive trained staff who 
were mostly at the Heidelberg Military Hospital. They were trying to make some changes in the nursing 
profession but it was really, you know, hard work, not much headway. 
TERESA: Why was it hard work? 
LOMA: Well, most because a lot of the nurses just regarded unions as something that belonged to a trade, 
and they wanted to keep their job a profession, which was rather pathetic, and they just didn't want to 
become involved. 
TERESA: Did you argue with them about that? 
LOMA: Well, yes, I suppose I did argue with some of them. I don't think we ever had any stand up fights or 
meetings. We just used to talk to the ones that we thought we could influence, and I suppose at the 
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hospital where I was there would have been about half a dozen, not much more than that, who were 
involved. 
TERESA: When did you come to North Queensland? 
LOMA: Well, I came to North Queensland in 1948. I stuck a pin in the map and applied for jobs in various 
places in Queensland, and Innisfail was the first one which sent a reply saying, ‘Come at once,’ so I did. I 
went up there and I worked in the Midwifery Ward there for six months, and then I came down to 
Townsville. No, I was eight months up there, and then I came down here and worked in Theatre for 
another six months. 
TERESA: Why did you plan to make the move to Queensland? 
LOMA: Well, I wanted to travel overseas. My buddy - nurses generally travel in twos, and my friend and I 
had planned to use New Zealand as a hopping-off spot, and we were going to spend six months in each of 
the main cities, and then go over to Europe and, you know, do the thing that such a lot of young people do; 
but unfortunately she got TB, so I had to go by myself. So I thought I'd start off with Queensland and hop 
off from there, but unfortunately - well, fortunately or otherwise, Fred caught up with me in the meantime 
and said, well, ‘Let's get married.’ But why did I come to Queensland? Well, I just wanted to see what it 
was like. 
TERESA: And when was that - 1948? So how did you find Innisfail at that time? That was just after the 
Second World War. 
LOMA: How did I find it? Well, it was a hotch potch of women from all nations. I remember at that time, 
during that period, this was the period of the Queensland Rail strike, and I remember reading in the paper 
about Fred Paterson having been bashed on the head, and a lot of anti-union feeling amongst the other 
members of the staff about the rail strike itself, possibly because North Queensland is so isolated. Other 
than that, just a nice, small country town. 
TERESA: Did you get politically involved with your union in Innisfail Hospital? 
LOMA: No, I didn't. I didn't. 
TERESA: So how did you meet Fred? 
LOMA: I met him at a Communist Party meeting. He was conducting a class called ‘Quit India’ at that time, 
and I'd just come back from Melbourne where I was doing my midwifery, and I was doing a staff year at the 
Geelong Hospital. He was there, and he was working at Fords at the time, so they had a cottage lecturer, 
and that's where I met him. 
TERESA: When did you join the Communist Party? 
LOMA: About halfway through my second year, I think, about 1944, I think - no, it must have been earlier 
than that; possibly '43, but I can't remember. 
TERESA: Why did you join the Communist Party? 
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LOMA: Well, I'd read the Dean of Canterbury's book, and I thought that Socialism was the way forward, 
and it seemed to offer a better lifestyle for the rest of the World. It seemed it was going to get rid of 
exploitation of man by man, and do something towards implementing the ideas about the brotherhood of 
man, so we were full of ideals at that time. And, of course, Russia was our great and glorious ally at that 
time in the War, so we believed everything we read about it. 
TERESA: Do you still believe everything you read? 
LOMA: Let's say a lot of it was coloured by, I suppose by the people who put it out, what people wanted 
you to believe - but that's another story, about what bureaucracy does to a system. 
TERESA: What sort of work did you do for the Communist Party? 
LOMA: Oh, not a lot. Are you talking about when I was in Geelong? I think at one stage - oh, I used to go 
along on my days off and I used to help type up the bulletins, the job sheets that used to go out. I typed 
those for the local organiser, because I had some typing skills. 
TERESA: What were they? What were the job sheets? 
LOMA: Well, job sheets - I remember one about the problems of the fishermen, and problems relating to 
the various industries round Geelong. Just the sort of, you know, the one page job sheets that people put 
out. 
TERESA: Information sheets, were they? 
LOMA: Yes, that's what they are, virtually, or pointing out some problem and suggesting a solution, I guess. 
I didn't keep any of them, so I can't remember. 
TERESA: What about, did you do any public speaking as a member of the Communist Party? 
LOMA: No, I didn't. I hate public speaking. I hate any sort of speaking. I did a bit when I was up here in a 
couple of election campaigns, out on the stump with Frank Bishop - but, no, I hate it. 
TERESA: Can you remember the first time you spoke in public? 
LOMA: No, I can't. 
TERESA: What sort of things did you have to say when you were on that election campaign? When was 
that, and what was that about? 
LOMA: Gosh, you're really making me turn the wheels around now. I suppose it would have been about, 
oh, maybe 1955. I don't even remember what the issues were, but it was just one of the many election 
campaigns in which Communist candidates were stood. It was just a street corner meeting, that's all. 
TERESA: Were you affected by anti-Communist propaganda in the '50s? 
LOMA: No, not by anti-Communist propaganda. I was only affected by the effect that it had on other 
people, and the reaction they had to me when I would be going out with some particular issue, like a peace 
petition or something. I'd grab them and they'd say, ‘Oh, we don't want peace that way.’ You know, that 
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sort of thing. They'd sort of look at you as if you were the dregs. That's, you know, some people. But I 
guess you have to be like a Jehovah's Witness and roll with the punches. 
TERESA: So when you married Fred, did you continue working? 
LOMA: I worked for 12 months for the Legion of Ex-Servicemen, which was the alternative to the RSL. Most 
of the progressive Ex-Servicemen hated the RSL, didn't want a bar of it, and so they belonged to the Legion 
of Ex-Servicemen, which took up issues that the servicemen were concerned about, but they had a hall 
here in town and they used to have a bar and, you know, there wasn't a lot to do. We used to, I used to do 
work for the peace movement as a sort of sideline, you know, running off stencils and all that sort of thing, 
and the UAW had the meetings at the Legion Hall. Underneath we used to have a fruit and vegetable co-
op, and we used to sort all that out and the women used to come and buy all their fruit under there. 
Upstairs we used to have the morning teas - many, many, many, many morning teas. 
TERESA: What were they for, the morning teas - to raise money, or----- 
LOMA: Well, they would have been to raise funds, and to give speakers the opportunity of reporting back 
from State or national or international conferences. Sometimes there were people like Horsburgh from the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, who had been over to the Soviet Union; or there would be Gerry Dawson 
who had been to Europe; and Mrs Nonamea from Japan, people like that. We were always putting on a 
function of some sort, and nearly always morning teas. Sometimes they were evening functions, but 
because of the babysitting problems it was nearly always through the day. 
TERESA: This is the UAW, the Union of Australian Women, doing this work? 
LOMA: Yes, basically the UAW. They used to organise most of the functions, and then the affiliated 
women's committees from the Boilermakers and from the Waterside Workers would come along, send 
delegates along, and get their members to rally. 
TERESA: So you were a founding member of the UAW in Townsville. How did that happen? 
LOMA: I was just asked to join, so I joined. 
TERESA: Who asked you? 
LOMA: Probably Gloria Phelan. 
TERESA: How long had the organisation been going when you were asked? 
LOMA: I really don't remember. It wouldn't have been very long. You mean how long had it been going in 
Brisbane, how long in Townsville? I don't remember. As I said, I was working for the Legion, and then when 
I stopped working for them, I joined the UAW. Yes, it might have been going for a while before that, maybe 
12 months before that. 
TERESA: Why were you asked - because of your work with the Legion, or---- 
LOMA: Oh, I just think because they just wanted bodies, people who were capable and willing to work. 
TERESA: But how did they know about you? 
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LOMA: Well, I was married to Fred at that time, and he was active in his union, and we had to recruit 
people, they had to recruit people somehow, and I suppose a good starting point was the wives of the 
militant unionists. 
TERESA: So what was Fred's union? 
LOMA: Amalgamated Engineering Union. 
TERESA: What work was he doing? 
LOMA: He was working in the railways at the time as a fitter and turner for 12 months, and then the 
previous organiser called Willett had been such an inept, ineffective organiser who, when members 
wanted him in Mt Isa, he'd take the train and go to Cairns and plead work up there, so he was never 
around when people wanted him, and therefore when the opportunity arose for some militant left-wing 
bloke to stand against him, he took the opportunity and he won the ballot. 
TERESA: Were you involved in the campaign in any way? 
LOMA: No, women weren't allowed to be. Nobody was allowed to be involved in the campaign. The AEU 
had very rigid rules about propaganda that would be put out by candidates, and the only propaganda that 
was allowed to be put out had to be handwritten. This was to stop people from spending mobs of dough 
on having stuff printed. So the women's committee of the AEU used to get together and write out all these 
letters, copies of the same letter, you know, sponsoring the candidate. 
TERESA: And you were a member of the AEU Women's Committee? 
LOMA: Yes, I was a founding member of that, too, you'll see from the minutes. I think I was the secretary of 
that. 
TERESA: So you did a lot of longhand writing? 
LOMA: Yes, quite a lot. 
TERESA: What year did Fred become organiser of the AEU? 
LOMA: In 1952. I was in hospital having my first child when we got the telegram to say words like, ‘You 
have won the ballot. Now we advance.’ It was from one of the members of the Commonwealth Council at 
the time. 
TERESA: And was Fred there when you had your first child? 
LOMA: You're joking! No, it was awful. I was in labour for about two and a half days and - not, husbands 
weren't allowed anywhere near the place then, and you didn't get up and walk around. You just lay there 
and put up with it, and watched the clock. It's nothing like the sort of labours my daughter has had. 
TERESA: But he was in town? 
LOMA: Oh, yes, he was in town, yes. They rang up the Railways and told him he was a father. 
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TERESA: But his work as organiser then took him away from Townsville? 
LOMA: Oh, yes, it did, it did. He was involved in the sugar strike. Soon after he was elected, there was a big 
sugar strike in North Queensland and he was involved in a lot of organisation in connection with that. But, 
yes, it was a life where he spent lots and lots of time away from home. 
TERESA: What area did his work cover? 
LOMA: He had a division, Division 1 which stretched from Darwin and included Thursday Island, went as far 
west as Mt Isa, down to Rockhampton, and I think it even included Alice Springs at one point but then they 
cut that out. And, of course, he had to go to Groote Eylandt and wherever the big mining developments 
were. 
TERESA: So what proportion of the year would he have been away, approximately? 
LOMA: That's a good question. I suppose a good half a year, at least half a year, probably more. I mean, he 
would be away for period of, say, a fortnight or three weeks at a time, and then after three weeks he'd 
have enough and then he'd come back home again. He'd come home for a change of clothes and so on. At 
one stage during the Mt Isa strike he was away too long, and so I went out to Mt Isa with the kids. We all 
bundled it all up and we went out to see him out there. That was a very interesting period. 
TERESA: That would have been in 1964? 
LOMA: Yes, 1965 - '64 or '65, we went. The Women's Committee out there was absolutely magnificent. 
They were the ones who were rallying behind the Mt Isa workers. 
(End of Recording on Reel.) 
TERESA: This is reel 33 on 16 December 1991, ‘From Lunchroom to Boardroom’ Oral History Project, about 
women in the Labor Movement for the TLC, and I'm talking to Loma Thompson at her home in Currajong 
Street, Townsville.  
Loma, you were telling me about the 1964/65 dispute at Mt Isa Mines and the work that the Women's 
Committee did. You were up there at that time. Can you tell us about that time? 
LOMA: By the time I got there the Women's Committee was well and truly organised. They used to meet, I 
think, at Henderson Hall, which was a church hall, and there were great distributions being made of food, 
fruit and vegetables and so on. Not only were the women providing whatever material comforts they could 
for the families of the strikers, but all the women used to attend every political meeting that was held in 
the Star Theatre, so they were right up with the political developments that were going on. The town was 
full of security policy and folk singers and - but the women of all nationalities, Norwegians and Dutch, and 
Finns and Australians and, well, you know, that's the sort of town Mt Isa is, but they were really right 
behind the men. Italians. I got to meet quite a few of them, but I was only there for a reasonably short 
period. I would have liked to have spend more time there, but they did do a magnificent job. 
TERESA: Can you remember any particular women or incidents that occurred when you were there? 
LOMA: No, I don't think so. 
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TERESA: Any particularly frightening time or funny time? 
LOMA: Well, I think Fred would probably remember all that sort of thing in more detail than I would. There 
were times like when Pat Mackie suddenly appeared in the middle of the ‘Bull Ring,’ as they used to call 
the particular pub where a lot of the fellows used to drink and, you know, the security police were all over 
the place looking for him, and they'd pop him up under the counter and he'd be there to address the 
workers. He was a bit like the Scarlet Pimpernel, I think, with his red hat on. I think there were problems 
with Gestetner machines which were being moved from place to place. All sorts of illegal leaflets were 
being produced. 
TERESA: How were you involved? Did you join in with the women, or what did you do while you were 
there? 
LOMA: No, well, I had my three kids with me and - well, I went along to the meetings and talked to the 
women, and I don't know, I suppose I helped with the food distribution and that, but nothing that really 
sticks out in my memory. 
TERESA: With the UAW back in Townsville, what sort of issues were you involved with in your work? You 
said earlier that it was twofold, they were sort of cake making, fund raising sorts of activities, alongside 
political work for specific issues. Can you tell me why there was that dual method of work, and what were 
some of the issues and campaigns you were involved in? 
LOMA: Well, it was necessary to temper the wind to the shorn lamb, as it were. You had to have the level 
of activity that would apply, that would appeal to the women who were coming along. Okay, there might 
have been members or wives of trades unionists and so on, but a lot of them weren't all that political, so 
we used to have craft classes and morning teas, at which we would have the usual number of competitions 
and games, and then we would have a political speaker - or we would probably put the political speaker on 
early. Then we would generally have a petition of some sort at the door, so that was the sort of routine for 
a lot of the social functions we used to run. 
I remember one of the first things that I was involved with in 1951 was a conference in defence of children, 
and this was more or less an echo of a similar conference which had been held in Brisbane following one 
which had been held in Vienna, which had been attended by Eva Bacon. We were interested in the 
particular things like bad comics. I think there were four or five different issues at that particular 
conference, and I remember the YWCA was involved in that. I mean, they came along as observers, but it 
was very difficult to get any wide participation other than Trade Union participation, or people associated 
with the Trade Unions, at that one. That was before I had any children. 
We used to have a food co-operative. We used to go to the COD and buy up a lot of cheap fruit and 
vegetables once a week, and distribute these out in boxes and people used to come along and buy them. I 
don't think we made anything much out of it, but this was a reflection of a scheme which had been in 
operation in Collinsville, where it had worked very well. We were one of the first organisations in 
Townsville to collect for the Subnormal Children's Welfare Organisation, following the visit of one of our 
members to Bowen House in Brisbane where she saw that something was being done. So we were 
approached by several parents up here to do something about getting some sort of a home going for what 
they used to call Subnormal Children, but of course we couldn't concentrate our energies on just that. 
Eventually this was taken over by some professional people, but we made the first move there. 
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We used to get a large amount of correspondence from the Women's International Democratic 
Federation, and it all seemed to come on rice paper and there would be reams and reams of it. I remember 
at some of the fruit and vegetable co-ops, after we'd finished our fruit distribution, then we would have a 
meeting, and I would have all this correspondence to read out, and after a few times I realised that they 
weren't really listening and were getting a bit fidgety, so we just used to precis that from there on. 
One of the things that we did in the '50s was at a time when rain fell at Kirradulla out west, and it was 
found to be radioactive following the French tests, and so we did a survey in Townsville to find out if any 
check was being kept on the local water supply, or to determine what the hazards were. I rang up the 
Mayor and the Meteorological Bureau, and the Special Security, the SES or something - anyway, the people 
who were supposed to be responsible for emergencies, emergency service - and all they said was, ‘There, 
there, little women, don't you worry your head about that.’ You know, ‘Our good, kind Government won't 
let anything unpleasant happen to us.’ There wasn't even a geiger counter in Townsville anywhere at the 
time, so we weren't able to do anything much about that. 
TERESA: Did the UAW often find this attitude from authorities towards their activities? 
LOMA: Well, yes, I think there might have been an amused tolerance about some things. They used to 
listen to us to see what we had to say in our campaigns about war comics and war toys and so on, but I 
think it was sort of getting to the Cold War period, and they just felt that it was a Left group and a lot of 
them didn't want to know. You know, they thought we were all very one-eyed. 
TERESA: What about male-dominated unions? Did you always get support from them, or were some of the 
general attitudes the same? 
LOMA: Well, all the unions were male-dominated at that time, and in the main they gave us good support 
with whatever we were doing, whether it was the meatworkers or the boilermakers, or the metalworkers 
or the wharfies or whatever. In their own way they would give us support. The Wharfies used to let us go 
on the pay line and run raffles. We used to use their hall for functions. We used to invite their speakers 
along to their meetings to talk about things like equal pay, margins for skill, problems in the meatworks, 
whatever. 
TERESA: So you never found any of that amused tolerance, or even opposition to your goals, from union 
members? 
LOMA: No, not really. We used to go and address the Trades and Labour Council quite regularly too, which 
of course was dominated by the left at the time; but then later on we were told that we weren't allowed to 
march in May Day by some of the Labor Party people who then had control of the Trades and Labor 
Council and were a bit frightened by such a fierce women's group. God! 
TERESA: So the UAW was banned from marching in Labor Day? 
LOMA: Yes, for a couple of years, and then I think they woke up to themselves. Yes, actually I think we 
finished up that generally we'd just march with the unions, anyway. 
TERESA: What years were those, can you remember, when you were banned from marching? 
LOMA: It would be sometime in the '60s. I can't remember when. 
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TERESA: Do you think there was any difference between the UAW in Townsville and in Brisbane, or were 
you very similarly organised and covering the same issues? 
LOMA: Yes, we were similarly organised, and the campaigns that they had in Brisbane flowed to us. We 
used to raise money for - we had a quota of money which we used to send to Brisbane. We used to sell the 
Journal, ‘Our Women,’ and actually in Townsville we had the highest sales in Australia. We used to flog 
round from door to door once a week until we had sold all these copies of the Journal, and I think we were 
selling 16 dozen at the time, which was quite a lot when you're doing it all on foot and in the heat. We got 
to know our customers, and they got to know us. They'd sign our petitions and buy our raffle tickets and 
that sort of thing; but then only a limited number of them would join, or they'd come perhaps to morning 
teas, functions like that. You'd always find a few who were more progressive than others, but a lot of them 
were just, you know, wives of unionists, and they'd go along with whatever their husbands believed in but 
they weren't really political animals themselves. 
TERESA: So what other work were you involved in, Loma, with the UAW? Is there anything else which was 
particularly important to you, any issue? 
LOMA: Well, International Women's Day was always the highlight of the year, and we used to try to involve 
other women's organisations. We'd get the WCTU and the Under Fives Week. A very limited number of 
organisations from outside, what we called ‘broad organisations,’ would become involved, but that didn't 
stop us from having pageants, and one year we had a display of working women's photos and the women 
coming along describing their jobs and that sort of thing. While Brisbane used to have some very good 
speakers out for International Women's Day from overseas, the only one that we ever had here was 
Madam Frances Katz, who was out here speaking against the French tests in the Pacific, but because of the 
distance from Brisbane, Townsville was unable to fund the fares for such people to come up. There was a 
delegation of three Indonesian women at one stage whom we thought were coming, but who didn't come, 
and we generally finished up with, you know, maybe a speaker from Brisbane or somebody like that. So it 
was always a fairly hectic period. That was a highlight, well, the main social function for the year.  
But all the time, alongside all that, there were always deputations to Parliamentarians; there were 
petitions going on about prices and price control, about school text books, about the inferior quality of 
nylon stockings, appealing for painless childbirth clinics to be set up attached to the General Hospital. 
There were local problems, like the need for boom gates, and alongside all those things went the protest 
against the war in Vietnam and so on. 
TERESA: Did the UAW march in the street in Townsville against involvement in Vietnam? 
LOMA: We were involved in some street marches, individual members were, yes, but not as an 
organisation, no. I think the UAW was sort of tapering off round about that period. 
TERESA: So what do you think all this work has achieved, Loma, the UAW and your work within that 
organisation? What do you think has been achieved? 
LOMA: Well, that's a good question. You look back on it, and you think you spent an awful lot of time and 
effort and energy becoming involved in all these things, and apart from the fact that you become more 
politically aware yourself - and I suppose a group of other people do in the process - the end result, I mean, 
there don't seem to be any really concrete end results. We didn't recruit large number of people. I don't 
know, really. What can I say? 
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TERESA: What about personally, what did you achieve? 
LOMA: Personally what did I achieve? 
TERESA: You said increased political awareness? 
LOMA: Oh, well, of course you'd read all the material that was coming through. We were certainly aware 
of what was happening on the World scene. Well, I suppose during that period I developed a certain 
amount of immunity to knockbacks. We had to. I don't know, it's hard to know what we achieved. I 
suppose a lot of these things, a lot of the campaigns that we were involved in probably led up to the 
development of the Women's Liberation Movement and the advance of Feminism and so on, but that's 
probably just a drop in the ocean. 
TERESA: What - the UAW's part in the development of the Women's Movement, or the Women's 
Movement itself? 
LOMA: Well, the UAW's part in that. I mean, the Feminist Movement developed very much amongst the 
younger women, obviously, and you know, a lot of us oldies felt that they'd left us all behind and, you 
know, that we were rather moribund. The things that we had spent all our time and energy on weren't the 
things that they were all about. 
TERESA: How did you feel about that? 
LOMA: Well, I thought for them, well, good on them. You know, if they can emancipate themselves, well, 
go for it; but by that time I was ready to go back to work, and other women had gone back to work and the 
UAW was starting to, well, fold up because of people leaving and so on. There was also a split in the UAW 
between Brisbane, Sydney or Melbourne. I can't remember all the ramifications of that, but it was there. 
Well, that's about all I have to say about that. 
TERESA: So you went back to work as a nurse, or a nursing sister? 
LOMA: No, no, I couldn't do that because my youngest was still 16 and the kids were requiring clothing and 
entertainment and food and everything else on an adult level, and so I thought it was time I contributed 
something to the budget. I tried to get back into Community Health, and I re-registered after having been 
unregistered for a number of years. Then I found I would have had to go to Brisbane to retrain, so what I 
did was just retrain in the secretarial sphere, and I took a job with the Registrar at what was then the 
Teachers' College, and then from there I went to the Modern Languages Department at James Cook, and I 
was there for ten years, so it was sort of 14 years working in that area. 
TERESA: How old were you when you went back to work? 
LOMA: Actually, I was 49. I did what was then available. It was a married women's retraining course, and I 
went to Yvonne Williams' Commercial Training College, or something like that she called it. You know, we 
just did shorthand-typing and some business management, did that for about six weeks or three months or 
something like that. Then I got a job with Toolmakers for six months, which was the most boring thing, but 
I remember Yvonne saying to me, ‘Oh, Loma, we'll have to get you a job soon. You're 49. You're nearly 
over the hill.’ So I got that job at the age of 49 and, as I said, I worked with Toolmakers typing figures, 
which was the most awful job, and then this other one came up at the College, so I went out there and that 
was all right. 
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TERESA: Had things changed a lot for women since the last time you'd been a part of the workforce? 
LOMA: Very much. Everybody was called by Christian names. Half of them didn't know how to put in a 
good day's work. The young girls would get on the phone and talk to their boyfriends or their friends. 
When they came to work in the morning they'd stand around and gossip about what they'd been doing the 
night before, and what they were going to do the next night. You know, I was just amazed. Having worked 
for a boss who was very tough when I first started work, I just couldn't believe the difference; and, as I said, 
it was all Christian names then and, you know, nobody seemed to have any respect for age or authority. I 
was supposed to be the stenographer in charge and try to get some of these young girls to do things, and 
they just didn't want to know. 
TERESA: So how far do you think that women have come? 
LOMA: Oh, they've come a long way, come a long, long way in emancipating themselves, in their right to 
work being recognised by the workforce. At one period during the UAW we had this working women's 
group, and that..... 
TERESA: How far do you think that women have come? 
LOMA: Oh, they've come a long way. They've come a long, long way in emancipating themselves, in their 
right to work being recognised by the workforce. At one period during the UAW we had this working 
women's group, and they were sort of looked down on by some of the women that stayed at home, 
because they felt, you know, women shouldn't be going to work. They should be staying home to look 
after their kids. As well as that, they felt that when women were being employed they were taking men's 
jobs. One of our members was working alongside a fellow in the Electricity Authority and she was doing 
the same job and doing it better than he was doing, but she was only getting two-thirds of the pay - so, you 
know, that was a good campaign. 
TERESA: Have you always been a rebel, Loma? 
LOMA: No, I haven't. I'm not a real rebel at all. I suppose I married one. I suppose I have. One of my friends 
said to me that I've always been a bit causey, as she described it, you know, a bit causey, taking up a cause, 
one cause or another, that sort of thing, you know. 
TERESA: What do you think about that? 
LOMA: Well, I suppose she's right. Well, I mean, I've been associated with the - I was a foundation member 
of the Women's Shelter here. I was the secretary of the Kindergarten Headstart, when we got that going. 
That was, you know, for Aboriginal - disadvantaged children, but they were basically Aboriginal and 
Islanders.  
(End of Recording on Reel.) 
TERESA: This is reel 34 on 16 December 1991, ‘From Lunchroom to Boardroom’ Oral History Project about 
women in the Labor Movement, and I'm talking to Loma Thompson at her home at 18 Hindley Street, 
Currajong in Townsville. 
Loma, you were telling me about your involvement with Kindergarten Headstart. Can you tell me about 
that organisation, and when you were involved in it? 
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LOMA: Well, it started off because one of the, well, now Senator Margaret Reynolds, Margaret and 
another teacher, because they had young children at home, were teaching Aboriginal children, coaching 
some Aboriginal children at a primary level, and they realised that they were really so far behind that 
something should be done about getting these children a basic, a really good start in life. So a small 
kindergarten was set up in St Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, and a number of volunteers staffed this and we 
used to go round picking up children all round the place in cars, and they were basically Aboriginal and 
Islander children, but there were a few disadvantaged white ones as well.  
We employed a kindergartener at that hall. There was quite a floating population of professional people in 
and out of Townsville, and we found a good kindergartener who started there. Then from there we went 
to enlarged premises under somebody's house, and eventually the Kindergarten Headstart was built 
around here in McLachlan Street, Currajong, and it was opened by Margaret Whitlam. It was quite a 
campaign to raise the funds for that. The name originally came from the American Kindergarten Headstart, 
which was basically for children of ethnic origin. 
TERESA: You can't remember under whose house you had the second premises? 
LOMA: Yes, it was under the house of Anne Willis, who was a lecturer at James Cook, or at the Teachers' 
College. She was a painter, and she was a lecturer there. I remember some of the kids sliding down some 
of her canvasses one day. I was absolutely horrified. Yes, we had to take whatever we could until such time 
- I remember when we were at the St Andrew's Hall----- 
TERESA: Where was that? 
LOMA: St Andrew's Hall in the city, where we first started off. The health inspector came around and said 
to Margaret, ‘Where's your fire extinguisher?’ and she took him out and showed him the hose which was 
attached to the tap. So, yes, but there's a very nice kindergarten round there now, and they've got a bus, 
and they've got a driver. They've been funded for quite some time, so, you know, it was a very worthwhile 
thing to do. 
TERESA: A lot of the work that you've done has been at the same time as you were raising your three 
children. Has child care been an important issue for you, and what have you done in regard to that issue? 
LOMA: Yes, it was always a problem. The only day nursery that - when my children were little, the only 
child care that was available was at the Municipal Day Nursery, which was something which had been 
started off by people on the left during the War, and in the post-War period. We'd just leave a couple of 
kids there and go off and do what we had to do in the city, but there was no such thing - so this would have 
been another reason that would have kept women at home looking after their children. Whenever we had 
to do things like going out on journal canvasses, or anything like that, we would make baby-sitting 
arrangements amongst ourselves. So, yes, we just did the best we could. 
TERESA: What would you like to see done with the issue of child care in our society? 
LOMA: Well, I think I suppose there should be a lot more facilities available. I don't know what the fees are. 
I realise that they're not cheap, but for mothers to be able to go to work or to become engaged in 
retraining or study or something like that, there certainly should be more free kindergartens available, 
rather than just going to backyard places, day care and that sort of thing. 
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TERESA: What are some of the other issues for women today, do you think? 
LOMA: Well, there's the abortion issue. 
TERESA: What do you think about that? 
LOMA: Well, I think that should have the right to have an abortion if they want to, should be in control of 
their own bodies. 
TERESA: Have you always had this attitude? 
LOMA: Yes, I have. 
TERESA: Is there any particular reason or story, or experience, that makes you believe that that's 
important? 
LOMA: No, not really. I just think that these decisions shouldn't be made by men. Women feel that they 
are adult enough to know whether or not they can cope with an extra child or whatever, and so the 
decision should be up to them, and between them and their doctor - never mind the Fred Niles of this 
World, and the other Right to Life people. 
TERESA: Are there any other issues that you think are important for women? 
LOMA: Well, of course, peace is the most important thing. Since the Cold War seems to have warmed up, 
there doesn't seem to be quite the same focus on war as there has been, although you never know what's 
going to happen now. And I think the most important thing, of course, is the survival of the planet and the 
need for people to get into the conservation movement, and to become as involved as they can in the 
green movement. This seems to be one thing that is vitally necessary, and a thing that people can do, and 
they can start at their own level and do their own little things in their home, they can do the recycling and 
so on. They can plant trees, and so on, and stop using, you know, those things that you squirt out of cans. 
TERESA: What activity are you involved in now, politically or otherwise? 
LOMA: Well, very little. Well, I belong to the conservation movement here in Townsville. I haven't been 
very active in it so far. I've been involved, for the last few years I've been involved with the Herb Society, 
and I've been a President, Secretary and Editor of the Newsletter at various times. I'm now still on the 
Editorial Board. I've moved off that, but I'm very keen on gardening, so this is one aspect that I enjoy. Of 
course, I belong to Fibres and Fabrics which is, you know, a craft group, spinning and weaving and 
patchwork and all that sort of thing.  
TERESA: I always think of your family as being involved in arts activities, too, as a political tool of 
communication. Where do you get that kind of involvement? 
LOMA: You do think up some good ones to raise. Well, Fred was involved with the - he was on the Advisory 
Committee for the Civic Theatre for about ten years, so we had a lot to do with New Moon Theatre, and 
with all the shows that used to come to Townsville. Well, the kids have always grown up with music, and 
we've always just loved music and art and so on, so I suppose it sort of rubbed off on them. Roger joined 
the Children's Choir at an early age. The kids were in the eisteddfod, you know, playing and singing in the 
eisteddfod every year. Then it was no television. Oh, I wouldn't have television in the house till they were - 
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well, we used to get it in for the school holidays, that was all, and then we all went mad looking at it for six 
weeks, and then off it would go again. 
TERESA: Why did you do that? 
LOMA: Because I thought it would deter them from doing their school work, and it stopped them reading 
books. We're all tremendous readers in this family, and I enrolled Jan in the Children's Library when she 
was three, and they've all become quite avid readers of one kind or another. So books have been very 
important. 
TERESA: And do all your children follow yours and Fred's political beliefs? 
LOMA: Well, Jan did for awhile, but she's gone off on a different tack now. She worked with the 
Metalworkers for a number of years, running their computer. Peter, well, yes, he's very much involved in 
political activity, without actually being associated with a political party. He's always been pretty political. 
Roger is sort of, he's not political at all. I mean, he's well aware of everything that's going on, but as far as 
taking part in anything - I think maybe they got a bit browned off with our involvement. I mean, we tried 
not to neglect them in any way, but naturally when you're involved in all this stuff, I suppose you haven't 
got the time to coddle them as much as if you were just homebodies and nothing else. 
TERESA: What do you think about that now? Do you regret any of that? 
LOMA: Well, I sometimes think that for all the activity that I've been involved in, that I might as well have 
been doing Meals on Wheels. I would have had more time with the kids. No, not really, but well, it's just 
life. You pick on something which you think is very worthwhile, and sometimes it turns out and sometimes 
it doesn't. 
TERESA: You sound frustrated with the way things are now, Loma. Would that be a correct assessment? 
LOMA: Oh, yes, of course we all are with the disintegration of the Socialist societies, and looking at what's 
happened, mainly through entrenched bureaucracy in all these places, and the Governments being so 
completely out of touch with the people that they've got the problems that they have. When you think, 
when we look back at those early years, and thinking that the Soviet Union was going to feed the whole 
World, and that there was going to be a great flowering of culture under this particular regime, and it 
didn't happen. It's all very disappointing, but I don't think that's the end. I think there will probably be 
some new way found eventually, and I think a lot of the people who have been, because of the deficiencies 
of the Socialist system, have been looking longingly at the West, are going to find that the West has its 
problems, too, like unemployment and that kind of thing. All the things that they've had for free, they're 
now going to have to pay for. So I think there'll be a lot of awakening amongst all sections of the people. 
TERESA: So what hope do you have for the future? 
LOMA: What hope do I have for the future? Look, I'm just living day by day. I just hope we manage to save 
the planet, and I hope we maintain World peace, and I hope the Labor Government gets in next time, but 
I've got some very, very strong doubts about that. I feel very sad that the Labor Party has departed so far 
from its origins in the way that it has, you know, Bob Hawke with his rich and powerful friends. You know, 
it's just not the Labor Party at all. But then, I suppose if they had stuck to their origins that they wouldn't 
even be in power any more.  
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TERESA: It's a bit of a tricky one, isn't it? 
LOMA: Yes, it certainly is. It is. They'll do anything to stay there. 
TERESA: So what do you think is the main thing that you've learnt from life? 
LOMA: The main thing? Oh, God, I don't know. The main thing I've learnt from life? 
TERESA: Is there anyone who's influenced you most, or anyone who's impressed you a lot, inspired you? 
LOMA: Nobody that I can call to mind at the moment. Oh, there are always public figures who, you know, 
you look up to - people like Jessie Street and - well, you know you look at other people's lives, and you 
think of what they've achieved, and you think you could have done a lot more with your own life. I'd 
probably do it differently if I had it all over again. 
TERESA: What would you do differently, Loma? 
LOMA: Well, give me a try and I'll let you know. Well, I mean, whatever you'd - with the sort of motivation 
we'd have, we'd always be involved with something for the good of mankind, rather than just, you know, 
the desire to enrich ourselves or whatever. I mean, we're people people, if you know what I mean. We 
always associated with workers, and we've always had mobs and mobs of friends. Yes, I suppose we'd - I 
don't know, I've lost my track of thought now. Would you mind repeating the question? 
TERESA: I just said: What was the main thing that you'd learnt from life? 
LOMA: I don't think I can remember that one. 
TERESA: Can you remember a best experience in all your work, something that really gave you heart, or 
make you laugh? 
LOMA: Oh, lots of laughs along the way. No, I'd really have to sit down and think about that. I really can't 
tell you anything off the top of my head. I mean, having been to UAW conferences, having heard people 
like Freda Brown, you know, you're looking at some of the very strong, capable women. 
TERESA: Who was Freda Brown? 
LOMA: She was the head of the UAW in Sydney, and she was the Chairman of the International Women's - 
President of the Women's International Democratic Federation in East Berlin for a long time. But other 
people, people like Eva Bacon, you know, they're sort of great friends, and those are the sort of people 
who are really inspiring, who are so on the ball about everything, and who don't lose hope, and who have 
faith in people. I suppose we have faith in people still, people to make the right decisions but, you know, 
some of them are awfully thick and it takes a long time to get through. What else do you want to know? 
TERESA: I want to know if you can think up a worst experience, too, one of the hardest times you've had to 
go through. It could be in your working life outside the home, or it could be something that you had to go 
through because of Fred's work with the AEU. 
LOMA: There were always experiences, like, you'd line up some sort of a speaker for International 
Women's Day, and you'd think, ‘Oh, whacko, we'll hear something.’ This woman was, you know, a principal 
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of a school and we thought, ‘This is good. She's really going to come along and be a good speaker.’ Then 
five minutes later she'd ring back. She'd have checked with somebody, and said she suddenly found she 
had another engagement on that day, so she couldn't speak after all, very sorry. So, really, I used to take 
note of the number of times we were refused by people to do things, and I'd think, well, she'd refused very 
nicely, rather than in an insulting way so, you know----- 
TERESA: And they were refusing because of the UAW's political affiliation? 
LOMA: Yes, that's right, we were referred to as ‘that dreadful political women's club that meets at the 
Legion.’ Oh, there were all sorts of personal experiences that I could list, I suppose, but I don't care to go 
into those on this particular interview. No, really, I suppose the worst experience as far as the working class 
movement is concerned - I don't dwell on bad experiences. You've got to get on with the rest of life. 
-----It wasn't a particularly long strike that you were involved with, with Fred or, you know----- 
TERESA: So what sort of recognition have you received for your work, Loma? 
LOMA: Oh, sweet Fanny Adams. Well, you know, what is there? What recognition can you get? I mean, I 
put in all this time and energy and typing and organising and so on, and there's not much left to show for it, 
so you know, who's going to recognise it? Occasionally Margaret Reynolds gives me a pat on the back for 
having been a long stayer, or something like that. Oh, I think Susie Dixon's chasing me up. She wants some 
interviews, you know, for ‘some of them sheilas.’ She thinks I'm ‘one of them sheilas’ but, you know, really 
looking at it, compared with what some of these other women have done, the women who were out 
getting the vote and, you know, in historical periods, Emma Miller and all that stuff, you know, what we've 
done is peanuts, really. 
TERESA: Don't you think that every little bit counts, that you have to have the foot sloggers as well as the 
frontliners? 
LOMA: Oh, yes, of course you do. Well, we were the foot sloggers. We never got to be promoted to be 
corporals, even. 
TERESA: Is there anything else that you'd like to add, Loma? 
LOMA: No, I don't think so. Well, I might add perhaps that Jean Divani who lived here at the time and in 
retirement, had started a Realist Writers' Group, and I suppose there were about six or seven people who 
used to go along to her place at intervals with stuff that they'd written, and it would be read and criticised 
by the various members. Jean would be offering whatever constructive criticism she felt was warranted. 
We did that for quite a while. One of the members of the AEU was writing a play called, ‘The Creamy,’ and 
it was about a white bloke who was blinded in an accident and he was being nursed by a part-Aboriginal 
nurse, and so that was the sort of setting for the play, which was a bit ahead of its time at the time. 
Anyway, he was a good writer. He was a fellow who used to write skits all the time for the great May Day 
parades we used to have here. The AEU was always to the fore on May Day - street theatre it was, really. 
TERESA: Round about what time was this, that these groups were meeting? 
LOMA: '55 to '70. 
TERESA: And what sort of person was Jean Divani, do you remember? 
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LOMA: Oh, she was a charming person in many ways, pretty irrational at times, but had a very, very strong 
forthright personality and a good sense of humour. Yes, she was a very, very strong minded person, and 
she was writing all the time. She was writing another book at the time when we were there. Then she 
became very ill and she was going off to Brisbane for treatment all the time. She had polysythemia, and her 
daughter Pat lived with her at the time and she was more or less looking after her. Hal, the husband, Hal 
Divani was still there. He was a very patient, undemanding person, as he would have been, to live with 
somebody like Jean. 
(End of Recording on Tape.) 
